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ACSO would like to respond to the feature article, “High Life On Us –Revealed: Crims keep public housing 

while in jail”, supporting the argument that disadvantaged or homeless families should have priority access to public 

housing.  ACSO also agrees with the Tenants Union’s (Vic) Toby Archer, who stated that “There’s a net social cost 

then [in ending prisoner’s tenancies] because they are much more likely to become homeless, they are much more 

likely to ….reoffend.”    

The factor missing from this representation of access to public housing, is that properties provided for single 

adult males (the main demographic of prisoners), are rarely properties that would be deemed suitable for housing 

families; i.e. they are single bedroom flats.  Elderly people, families with children, and refugees are a sample of people 

prioritised above adult male offenders. Offenders are prioritised above adults who do not have additional 

vulnerabilities, or indicators of disadvantage.  Their entitlement to the property will be more dependent on multiple 

complex needs such as mental health issues, perpetual homelessness, intellectual and physical disability, -all of which 

are much more common in the offending population. Notwithstanding, these individuals go through the same complex 

application process prior to obtaining their housing, and thus have waited for considerable time, as do all applicants.  

Victoria’s policies are not unique; most States also have policies that include a level of prioritised housing access for 

ex-prisoners.  This can be partly attributable to the de-institutionalisation policies that would have otherwise seen 

many of these individuals being in supported accommodation due to their other complex health needs.   

Homelessness and inappropriate housing options increase the likelihood of recidivism.
2
 Very few prisoners 

own their own homes
3
, and are dependent on housing being provided in the community.  Stability of housing is a key 

predictor in recidivism especially during the transitional period immediately post-release, when offenders are otherwise 

released into crisis accommodation where illicit drug use and criminal activity is entrenched.   The potential social cost 

of subsequent re-offending due to homelessness is enormous, with a prison bed alone costing approximately $85,000 

per year. This comparative cost is also relevant given that offenders can be remanded in custody (both pre- and post-

sentencing) if they do not have access to stable housing on bail or upon release on parole. Research shows, however, 

that should prisoners be released without accommodation, (and generally thereby any personal belongings or material 

possessions), they are more likely to return to prison.
4
 The number of prisoners for whom public housing is being held 

during their incarceration is small, and the offences for which they are convicted are rarely of a serious nature. The 

eligibility period of up to six months’ absence includes time prior to being found guilty of an offence and un-sentenced 

periods, pending mental health assessment and determination of guilt.   Eviction of individuals during this period would 

have a greater social cost, especially when their housing is unlikely to be deemed suitable for families and individuals 

who are a higher priority for access to housing. If criminal activities are conducted at public housing properties, the 

tenancy is breached and thereby revoked. 

ACSO recognises that this public housing shortage applies across all sectors of disadvantaged Victorians. 

ACSO is a 27 year old community organisation whose purpose is to make a difference in the lives of 

disenfranchised people. Our vision is to contribute to individual and community wellbeing by increasing opportunities 

for disenfranchised people to positively engage with their communities and by reducing the impact of social 

disadvantage.      

For further information or to discuss this submission please contact:  

Antony Calabro,    CEO,        ACSO    1 Hoddle Street    Richmond Vic  3121         Email: acalabro@acso.org.au 
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